Junior High Choir


UNIT OF STUDY:  Vocal Music


CLASS: Junior High Choir
CONCEPTS:  PERFORMANCE TECHNIQUES
	OBJECTIVES:
	PRODUCTION/ACTIVITIES
	SKILLS OR CONCEPTS TO LEARN
	RESOURCES/EVALUATION

	1. Participation

2. Posture

3. Breathing

4. Stage Presence

5. Concert Etiquette
	1. Daily participate in singing and classroom activities
1. Warm-ups and exercises to promote good singing posture

1. Warm-ups and exercises to practice breathing for singing

2. Practice sustaining notes for different values

3. Practice starting and stopping phrases together as a group

1. Discuss non-musical elements that make a good performance

2. Practice entering and exiting the stage quickly and quietly

1. Discuss elements of good concert etiquette

2. Support other performing groups/individuals during concerts
	1. Singing is not a passive activity!
1. All parts of the body work together

2. Singing involves more than just the mouth and face

1. Breath management is critical to singing

2. Breathing together produces a unified sound

1. A performance is more than the time you are singing
2. Audience perceptions are based on ALL they see and hear

1. All performing groups deserve respect

2. A good audience makes for a much more enjoyable performance
	1. Daily/weekly participation grades

2. MENC 1

1.  MENC 8 (science)

1. MENC 1

1. MENC 7

2. Evaluate behavior during concerts when on stage

1. MENC 6

2. Evaluate behavior during concerts when not performing


CONCEPTS:  GENERAL MUSICAL KNOWLEDGE
	OBJECTIVES:
	PRODUCTION/ACTIVITIES
	SKILLS OR CONCEPTS TO LEARN
	RESOURCES/EVALUATION

	1. Rhythm

2. Melody

3. Harmony

4. Expression

5. Form


	1. Review basic note and rest values in 4/4, 3/4, 2/4, and 6/8 time
2. Learn to write in counting for these time signatures

3. Be able to sing ‘on the counts’

1. Continue to work to sing on pitch

2. Review solfedge patterns for major scales

3. Learn solfedge patterns for minor scales

4. Learn to write major scales using half and whole steps

1. Sing 2 and 3 part vocal pieces

2. Discuss melody and harmony

1. Review different dynamic markings

2. Discuss phrasing

1. Identify AB, ABA, and verse/refrain forms

2. Identify Italian markings for D.S., D.C., Coda
	1. Review of elementary music
2. Accurately count rhythms in music containing these rhythms

1. Review of elementary music

2. Accurately sing scale syllables

3. Patterns for major and minor scales

1. Accurately keep own part

2. Define which line is the melody or harmony line

1. Accurately sing at varying dynamic levels

2. Accurately shape a phrase while singing

1. Review of elementary music

2. Accurately follow a piece of music

3. Identify repeated sections of music
	1. MENC 1, 5
2. Written assignments using note values

1. MENC 1, 5

2. Written assignments using solfedge patterns

1. MENC 1, 5, 6

1. MENC 1, 5, 6

2. Written assignments defining dynamics

1. MENC 1, 5, 6




Revised: May 2010
By:  Ashley Hellerich

