November, 2011
Seniors and Parents:

If you (parent) wish to receive the letter via e-mail, then please send me an e-mail and I will add you to my list.  My e-mail is szoucha@spsne.org.  
Please note the day and time change for the Financial Aid program. The Financial Aid program is a workshop put on by EducationQuest. EducationQuest is a non-profit organization that provides free services to students and parents. 

Every spring an employee of the program contacts me with the day and time of the Financial Aid workshop that they will be presenting in the fall. For three years we have had the program during the daytime at the discretion of the organization. We have had fewer parents and students attend because it was during the day, but the lady said that she was set with her time and day, so that is what we have done. They also determine the time of the presentation on past attendance numbers. We are at their mercy as they are a free service and they have to budget very carefully.

This year it came to my attention that several parents were not going to be able to attend the program which was set for 12:30 p.m. on Monday, Nov. 7th. I then called and spoke to the gentleman in charge of the organization explaining the parent concerns. After several phone calls and e-mails back and forth he has agreed to have the program at 7:00 p.m. on Monday, November 28th.  There is a catch…..this years attendance will determine if the program will continue to be in the evenings or go back to the daytime. So with that being said I am encouraging all parents as well as their student to attend the program. It will last approximately one hour. Mr. Monroe was very hesitant about having it in the evening as he really wants students to be a part of the program evening. I assured him that I would encourage all parents and students to attend. 

Again, this is a free service and sometimes we cannot determine what they do for us but if we can communicate with each other sometimes we can change things. I want to thank those of you who did voice your concerns because I would not have known otherwise. Again, please let me know if there is anything else that we can do for you. I hope to see several of you at the financial aid program Monday, November 28 at 7:00.

Please note the change: **Monday, November 28th at 7:00 P.M. Financial Aid Meeting for Seniors and Parents in the Theater      A representative from EducationQuest will be here to present information about filling out the federal financial aid form.  Please mark your calendars and attend this workshop as the people presenting are experts in the financial aid area. It is important for students to attend with their parents if at all possible.
Here are some bits of information that may help you get through your last year of high school.  Do you know what you want to do after you graduate from high school?  If not, would be interested in job shadowing some different occupations a couple of mornings?  If you would like to do some job shadowing please let me know as soon as possible and I will work with you to get this set up as soon as possible.  Not sure of where you want to go to school?  If you are thinking of a couple of different schools make sure that you complete all financial aid and scholarship forms on time.  Again, if you aren’t for certain that you are going to one school then make sure that you keep the door open to other schools and their financial aid offerings.  Don’t miss out on scholarships to one school because you think you might not go there.  

If you want to receive information monthly from the EducationQuest you can go to www.educationquest.org.    This is a nonprofit organization that will give information about college and financial aid in general.  Also, if you or your parents have an e-mail address that you check on regular basis let me know and I will send you information regarding scholarships and colleges.  I will also have hard copies available to all students on a monthly basis.
ACT TEST DATES FOR 2011 – 2012 SCHOOL YEAR

	Test Date
	Registration Deadline
	(Late Fee Required)

	December 10, 2011
	November 4, 2011
	November 5 – 18, 2011

	February 11, 2012*
	January 13, 2012
	January 14 – 20, 2012

	April 14, 2012
	March 9, 2012
	March 10 – 23, 2012

	June 9, 2012
	May 4, 2012
	May 5 – 18, 2012


You will need to register for the ACT on line at www.actstudent.org   Choose “SIGN UP NOW” and follow the directions.  To register on line you must pay by “VISA” or “MasterCard”.  If you have never taken the test before, please allow extra time in filling out the registration packet.  If you have already taken the test and you want to retake it, you need to register for the test and up-date information as needed. 

Remember our school code is 282 285.
I can't afford the ACT registration fee. How do I apply for a fee waiver?

If you can't afford the registration fee for the ACT (No Writing) or ACT Plus Writing, you may be eligible for a fee waiver. Funds are limited, and once they are gone, requests for waivers will be denied.  To be eligible, you must meet all three of the following requirements:  1.  You currently attend high school as a junior or senior. 2. You meet at least one indicator of economic need listed on the ACT fee waiver form. Information about these indicators and how to request fee waiver forms is mailed each fall to every high school. Ask your counselor for the information. 3. You may register twice with an ACT fee waiver, either in your junior and/or senior year. The fee waiver has been used once you register, even if you do not test. Fee waivers cover only the basic registration fee for either the ACT (No Writing) or the ACT Plus Writing, including up to four valid college choices (listed at the time of registration). Waivers do not cover the late fee, test date changes, test center changes, or any other fees.  PLEASE NOTE: You can't request a waiver directly from ACT; you have to do it through your high school guidance office. Your registration folder won't be processed without a signed official ACT fee waiver form for the current testing year. Only ACT fee waiver forms will be accepted.  If you wish to request Special Testing, do not complete a registration folder. Instead, you and an official from your school must complete and sign a copy of the Request for ACT Special Testing.  You must have a current IEP.
Not all colleges or universities require you to take the ACT.  Most community or technical colleges will allow you to take the COMPASS test.  The COMPASS is a computerized test developed by ACT.  If you are thinking about going to a community college you can usually take the computerized test when you go for a college visit.  You can take the COMPASS test at Central Community College in Hastings, Grand Island, or Columbus, even if you are going to go to Southeast in Milford, Lincoln, or Beatrice, or Northeast in Norfolk, or to Mid-Plains in McCook.  The sooner you take the test the sooner you will know if you need to retake it.  You can call and register for the test at 1-877-222-0780.  Follow the prompts for Hastings Campus and then ask for the office where they give the COMPASS test.  If you plan to visit any of the community college campus’s then try to schedule a time to take the compass during your visit. 

www.studentedge.com  StudentEdge is a free online college and career planning resource center. It offers tools to help all high school students take ownership of the college planning process by letting them find scholarship money, prepare for exams, search for colleges, and explore career interests.  To open an account to access this site go to www.studentedge.com  then click on New User.  The access code will be GKXBEMMC, next you will be prompted to complete your registration. This is just another resource for you to use.

A well developed free online test prep resource is:  www.march2success.com  The Army hosts the site and contains well known Peterson's prep and timed practice tests for ACT/SAT.  Included is a fun video game-like practice test call Zero Hour Threat.  There is also a high school test prep for practice for all HS students.

***Lincoln Electrical Joint Apprenticeship and Training Committee – They offer two programs

1) The Inside Program – This encompasses all types of electrical work other than outside Lineman work and is a 5-year program.

2) The Installer Technical Program – This involves work on lower voltage systems, such as data communications, fire alarms, security and fiber optics. This is a 3-year program. 

To learn more about the program you can visit their web-site at http://www.lincolnelectricaljatc.org  

**UNL requirements:  The years refer to courses – 4 courses and 3 courses.  4 Years of Math, 4 years of English, 3 years of Social Science, 3 years Science, and 2 years Foreign Language.

**UNL – September 1
Nebraska begins processing application for Fall 2012
Make sure that you have your ACT scores sent to UNL if you are interested in attending the university.

**UNL – Most successful candidates for the University Honors Program present one or more of the following credentials:  ACT composite of 29 or above or combined SAT of 1300;  High school class rank in the top 10%;   A demonstrated commitment to academic and intellectual pursuits;   Evidence of engagement in school and community activities        
School Representatives who will be visiting our school during your lunch time
These representatives will be in the library from 11:45 – 12:10 on the assigned days.  Take your lunch to the library and visit 
with the reps.  As of today here are the rep. who have set up visit times.  These will also appear in the daily bulletins.
Open Houses and Special Visit Days
Wayne State College  Fridays at WSC for more info – 1-866-WSC-CATS OR admissions@wsc.edu

Dec. 9, Jan. 27, Feb. 10 & 24, Mar. 2 & 23 and April 6
Northeast Community College – Norfolk  go to www.northeast.edu/campus-visit to schedule a visit

Explore Northeast Day info go to http://www.northeast.edu/Campus-Visit/Explore-Northeast.aspx
Upcoming Explore Northeast Days:

· Thursday, December 8, 2011 - Explore Northeast

· Tuesday, January 24, 2012 - Explore Northeast

· Thursday, February 16, 2012 - Explore Northeast

· Wednesday, March 21, 2012 - Explore Northeast

· Thursday, April 26, 2012 - Explore Northeast

To register for an Explore Day, call the admissions office at (800) 348-9033 extension 7262 or (402) 844-7262, e-mail admission@northeast.edu or complete the Explore Northeast Registration Form Online.               
Red Letter Days – UNL

All Majors – December 2, January 13, and February 20

Husker Weekdays – Every Husker Weekday visit features sessions on: Admission Requirements, Academics, Student Life, and Value at UNL.  Best to call at least 2 weeks ahead. A campus tour is included and lunch is available for purchase with this half-day visit option. Register online: admissions.unl.edu or call 800-742-8000, ext. 4887 or 402-472-4887

Husker Weekday Visits:

· Welcome session (9:15 am or 1:00 pm)

· Campus tour led by Campus Host (Current UNL student)

· Academic appointment

· Value of Nebraska session (Morning Visits Only)

· Lunch in a residence hall ($3.25/person)

Husker Saturday Visits:

· Welcome session (10:00 am)

· Academic and campus insights moderated by a student panel

· Campus tour led by Campus Host (Current UNL student)

· Value of Nebraska session

Free lunch for student in a residence hall ($3.25/additional guest) 
University of Nebraska at Kearney – Loper Preview Day    Register for any of the following at: 

www.unk.edu/loperpreviewday  

Tuesday, February 7 – College of Fine Arts and Humanities and College of Natural and Social Science

Tuesday, April 24 – College of Business and Technology and College of Education

Peter Kiewit Institute – Open House Dates – Saturday, February 25 1:00 – 3:00  1110 South 67th Street, Omaha, UNL College of Engineering (www.engineering.unl.edu) and
UNO College of Information Science and Technology (www.ist.unomaha.edu)

SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION:

*BK Scholars 



The application period is November 15 - January 10.
Burger King Scholarship go to http://haveityourwayfoundation.org/bksp_scholarship_eligibility.html  

*Nebraska Wesleyan University  






Dec. 1
Major in ART - the Best In Show Honors. For more info go to www.art.nebrwesleyan.edu 
*Wayne State College, Wayne, NE     Scholarship Applications are due December 1

Complete the application, two letters of recommendation, 400 – 500 word essay, List of activities, awards, honors, positions, school, community involvement.

*Southeast Community College 

  Open Application Dates Dec. 1 through Feb. 22

For a list of available scholarships, please go to www.southeast.edu     Apply, register and get a list scholarships.

Must be a U.S. citizen, graduate from high school this academic year (preference will be given to those who rank in the top one-half of their class).  You must complete the scholarship application on-line then request your school counselor to send a copy of your transcript to SCC.  Transcripts must be received by March 1, 2011.

*Wayne State College – Rural Health Opportunities Program (RHOP)           Dec. 1

Programs included in the program are:  Physician Assistant, Physical Therapy, Radiography, Medicine, Pharmacy, Nursing, Dentistry, Dental Hygiene and Clinical Lab Science.  For an explanation of the scholarship program and application form go to http://www.wsc.edu/schools/nss/rhop/     There are NO ACT cut off scores, decisions are made year to year based on the pool of applicants.  They want well rounded students who are dedicated to the rural-health professions.

*Wayne State College, Wayne, NE     Scholarship Applications are due Dec. 1

Complete the application, two letters of recommendation, 400 – 500 word essay, List of activities, awards, honors, positions, school, and community involvement.

*Wayne State College’s Rural Health Opportunities Program (RHOP)

Dec. 1

Programs included in the program are:  Physician Assistant, Physical Therapy, Radiography, Medicine, Pharmacy, Dentistry, Dental Hygiene and Clinical Lab Science.  For an explanation of the scholarship program and application form go to http://www.wsc.edu/schools/nss/rhop/ 

*AXA-Achievement Scholarship



Due Dec. 1
You can access this application on-line: .  www.axa-achievement.com 
You must describe in detail an outstanding achievement you have accomplished in a non-academic activity or project.  The activity or project can take place in your school, community or workplace.  Extra-curricular activities, work experience, and academic record are also considered.  Other criteria considered are:  Ambition, drive and determination; Setting and reaching goals; Respect for self, family, and community; and Ability to succeed in college.  AXA Achievement is a multi-faceted scholarship program, awarding more than $1.3 million a year in scholarships on the national and local levels.  You can access by clinking on the following links:  AXA Achievementsm Scholarship in association with U.S. News & World Report provides $670,000 in annual scholarships to youth throughout the nation. Fifty-two scholarship recipients, known as AXA Achievers, are selected — one from each state, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico. The 2011 program is underway. APPLY NOW! Please visit the web-site for more information.
**NFIB Young Entrepreneur Award 





Dec. 15

www.NFIB.com/YEA   NFIB Young Entrepreneur Awards are open to any graduating high school senior entering their freshman year at an accredited (not for profit) two- or four-year university, college or vocational/technical institute. Applicants MUST be running their own small business in order to be considered for an award.
**2012 Gates Millennium Scholars
Applications must be submitted online by 11:59 p.m. EST on January 11, 2012 or paper application must be postmarked on or before January 11

Applications are available online:  www.gmsp.org
Students are eligible to be considered for a GMS scholarship if they: 

· Are African American, American Indian/Alaska Native*, Asian Pacific Islander American** or Hispanic American 

· Are a citizen, national or legal permanent resident of the United States 

· Have attained a cumulative high school GPA of 3.3 on an unweighted 4.0 scale or have earned a GED 

· Will be enrolling for the first time at a U.S. accredited***college or university as a full-time, degree-seeking, first-year student in the fall 2009 

· Have demonstrated leadership abilities through participation in community service, extracurricular, or other activities 

· Meet the Federal Pell Grant eligibility criteria 

· Have completed and submitted all three required forms (Nominee Personal Information form, Nominator form, and Recommender form) by the deadline 
**Susan G. Komen for the Cure College Scholarship



Jan. 15

· Must have lost a parent/guardian to breast cancer

· OR Must be a breast cancer survivor diagnosed at 25 years or younger

· Must be a high school senior, college freshman, sophomore or junior

· Must plan to attend a state-supported college or university in the state where they permanently reside (students in Washington DC can attend state-supported schools in Maryland and Virginia)

· Must have a high school and/or college GPA of 2.8 on a 4.0 scale

· Must be no older than 25 years old by May 2011

· Must be a U.S. citizen, or documented permanent resident of the U.S. (or US Territory)

Never at any time have been subject to any disciplinary action by any institution or entity, including, but not limited to, any educational or law enforcement agency




www.komen.org/scholarship
**Nebraska Educational Office Professional Association 


Jan. 15 
The members of the Nebraska Educational Office Professionals Association (NEOPA) annually award a scholarship to a qualifying graduating student who has completed a major course of study in the area of Business Education in a Nebraska high school or may currently be pursuing such a course of study in a post-secondary institution of higher learning.  For more information and to download the scholarship guidelines and application go to http://neopa.unl.edu               Plus there are several other scholarships available to seniors at this website           http://neopa.unl.edu/awards.html
*UNK Honors Program 






Feb. 1

A minimum ACT of 27, rank in the top 25% of graduating class and complete the Honor’s Program     Application   Applications can be accessed by going to  www.unk.edu/honors  

*UNK Davis Chambers Scholarship




Feb. 1

Be admitted to UNK by Feb. 1, have ACT scores and high school transcript must be sent to UNK. ACT minimum composite is 23 and rank in the top 30% of graduating class. If you do mot meet these standards you can still apply. Demographic diversity and life experiences are also considered. Application is available at www.unk.edu/offices/financial_aid or you can request a paper application by calling 308-865-8127.

*UNK Peter Kiewit Foundation Educators Opportunity Scholarship
Feb. 1

Graduate from a Nebraska High School, US citizen or Permanent Resident of US, must be fluent, both speaking and writing, in Spanish and demonstrate a genuine commitment to becoming a teacher. More information and application are available on-line at: www.unk.edu/offices/financial_aid 

*UNK Multicultural Community Service Scholarship


Feb. 1

ACT of 20 or better, meet UNK admissions requirements, letter of recommendation from teacher/counselor and community member. More information and application are available on-line at: www.unk.edu/offices/financial_aid 

*UNK Health Science Scholars Program



Feb. 1

ACT of 22 or better and rank in the upper half of your graduating class. Candidates may apply by accessing the application on the UNK Health Science Programs web site at http://www.unk.edu/healthsciencescholarship/ 

*AXA Achievement Community Scholarship



Feb. 1

You can access this application on-line: .  www.axa-achievement.com 
The AXA Achievementsm Community Scholarship Program brings advice and access to higher education into every community in which AXA has a presence. Every AXA Advisors' branch office nationwide distributes up to twelve $2,000 scholarships to high school seniors who live and attend high school in their area. Please visit the web-site for more information.

*The Engebretson Foundation 





Mar. 1

The Engebretson Foundation is excited to share that the process for applying is now on-line at http://www.engebretsonfoundation.org/.  

Applicants must meet the following criteria to be considered:

 

· Financial Need

· Academic Merit:  Score a 28 composite or higher on the ACT exam (or at least 1240 on the SAT exam); GPA 3.75 or above and/or top 5% of graduating class (other factors considered will be strength of academic course schedule and/or academic improvement).

· Leadership Potential:  factors considered include teacher recommendation (see application), work experience (after school job etc.), extra-curricular activities, and community service.

 The scholarship is a one-year scholarship; however, please note that the person receiving the scholarship will have the opportunity to reapply each year.  The amount of this scholarship will pay the tuition cost not to exceed $10,000.00 per year. The required items must be post marked on or before March 1st in order for an application to be considered complete. The selection process will be neutral to gender, race, and employment status (or the status of the applicant’s parents).  The link to apply is http://www.engebretsonfoundation.org/.  Please feel free to contact the Engebretson Foundation with any questions at engebretsonfoundation@yahoo.com or by calling (402) 964-2174. 
**2012 Maynard Jensen American Legion Memorial Scholarship 


March 1



To download the application:   www.nebraskalegion.net    $500 

Application     The American Legion, Department of Nebraska awards annual scholarships for students planning to enroll in a Nebraska educational facility of higher learning. Applicants must be a high school graduate or be earning sufficient credits to graduate from high school at the conclusion of the spring semester, or be enrolled full time in a post-secondary institution as of the application deadline date of March 1, and must be sons or daughters, grandchildren or great-grandchildren, adopted or stepchildren of members of The American Legion, Department of Nebraska, or POW, MIA, KIA, or any veteran that was a current American Legion member at the time of death.
Applicants must be enrolled or in the process of being enrolled full time in an accredited Nebraska institution of higher education to include university, college or technical school, public or private.

 Selection of recipients will be made on the basis of academic achievement, extracurricular activities, financial need, and the completion of all information requested in the application.  Scholarship stipends will be sent to the institution of the recipient's attendance to be held for use in their name for tuition and fees, books, room and board only.
Here are some excellent websites..........

Electronic FAFSA(Federal Aid)



www.fafsa.ed.gov/fill.htm

FAFSA Express





www.ed.gov.offices/OPE/express.htm

Scholarships





www.fastweb.com/
Federal Site





www.ed.gov/studentaid/  

EducationQuest Foundation

College Planning Bulletin  
A monthly college planning guide for Nebraska high school students 
November 2011
Seniors…it’s time to start the admissions process!
College may still seem far off, but admission deadlines will start hitting this fall. Follow these steps to stay on track:

Contact your top colleges NOW and ask about deadlines and the process for applying for admission, college-based scholarships and financial aid. 

Apply to your top 3-4 colleges before the deadline. Along with your application, the colleges will require your high school transcript, class rank, GPA and ACT/SAT score. They may also request a list of your extracurricular activities, letters of recommendation, an essay, and an interview.

Update your Activities Resume. Because extracurricular activities are an important part of the admissions application, keep them up-to-date by using the Activities Resume at EducationQuest.org. 

Contact your admissions representative periodically to stay informed about deadlines and campus activities.
Attend a Financial Aid Program to learn college funding options

Juniors and seniors - to learn about financial aid and other college funding options, attend an upcoming EducationQuest Financial Aid Program with your parents or an adult who can help you with college planning. Find dates and locations in the Upcoming Events section at EducationQuest.org. 
November “To Do” List

Seniors…complete these tasks in November to stay on the path to college!

____ Seniors, register by November 4 for the December 10 ACT.

____ Seniors, register by November 8 for the December 3 SAT.

____ Apply for scholarships. Visit free sites such as ScholarshipQuest at EducationQuest.org.

____ Meet with college representatives who visit your school.

For free help with college planning, contact EducationQuest Foundation: 

Kearney   



Lincoln   



Omaha

308-234-6310                  

402-475-5222         


402-391-4033

800-666-3721 



800-303-3745      


888-357-6300

EducationQuest.org
KnowHow2GONebraska.org
Like us on Facebook!
EducationQuest Foundation is a private, nonprofit organization with a mission to improve access to higher education in Nebraska.  
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