
Sutton Public Schools and You ð Teaming up to Educate our Youth for Future Success 

of The School Administrator called, 

ñBuilding an Age-Friendly Work-

placeò, it is no wonder issues in the 

workplace arise between people.  In 

any workplace, there will be Gen Xers, 

Millennials, Baby Boomers and even a 

Veteran or two working side by side.   

As the article defined, if you remember 

V-J Day, youôre probably a Veteran.  If 

you remember the day President Ken-

nedy was assassinated, youôre a Baby 

Boomer, if you watched the Challenger 

disaster on a classroom TV, youôre a 

Gen Xer, and if Columbine and 9/11 

are etched in your memory from ado-

lescence, youôre a Millennial.  To-

gether, tensions can arise.  Each group 

has their own style and customs; their 

ideals, pet peeves, and hot buttons. Un-

derstanding the generational underpin-

nings that drive co-worker or employee 

behavior can help you work collabora-

tively.  Interesting contrasts were made 

in the article, valuable to anyone in the 

workforce: 
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Can We All Get Along 

This is the time of year when School 

Administrators begin to consider 

staffing needs for the following 

school year.  Staff members receive a 

ñletter of intentò in January to sign; 

not binding, it provides the Superin-

tendent information on whether or not 

anyone is considering retiring or mak-

ing a career change.  As the hiring 

process begins, there are many factors 

to examine in potential hires: qualifi-

cations, experiences, work ethic, char-

acter, dependability, people skills, 

reference perceptions, and how  this 

person will fit within the dynamics of 

the existing staff.   

In 08-09, the average years of teach-

ing experience at Sutton Public was 

19.16, compared to the state average 

of 15.19.  As turnover occurs, we see 

the generation mix.  How do we build 

an age-friendly workplace when each 

generation is so different?  As I read 

in an article in the January 2010 issue 

DANA  W ISEMAN, SUPERINTENDENT 

SUTTON  PUBLIC SCHOOLS VISION STATEMENT 

Teachers, Students, Parents, Community ð building the foundation of our future by creat-
ing an environment where students are provided the skills needed to become life long 
learners. 



ñSupervisors must learn to push for 

change while also protecting the comfort 

zone that gives each generation a sense 

of pride and stability.ò  Not a short order.  

This spring, Sutton Public Schools Tech-

nology Committee will be investigating 

and researching increasing the use of 

technology as a tool for learning.  More 

specifically, considering, ñwhat ifò every 

9-12 student had a laptop computer in 

hand.  Remember our clients at SPS most 
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DANA  W ISEMAN, SUPERINTENDENT   (continued from page 1) 

Baby Boomers Generation Xers Millennials 

Value product over process Expect to have fun at work Like to be mentored by older col-
leagues 

Willing to go the extra mile Good at multi-tasking Exceptional at multi-tasking 

May try to manipulate rules to 
get own way 

Adapt easily to change Shy away from conflict 

Struggle with change Prefer independence, with mini-
mal supervision 

Demand change and stimulating 
work  

Follow the chain of command Strive for balance, flexibility  Anxious to fit in 

closely relate to the Millennial generation.   

Using technology devices is a way of life 

for kids; they demand change and stimulat-

ing work.  Each generational group has 

great qualities.  All need to be represented 

to create a productive work environment.  

As a Gen Xer and a supervisor, I keep the 

focus on our Mission Statement ï it is not 

about me and my preferences, but getting all 

generations to work together for the sake of 

our kidsô future success.   

òBurton, thatõs a book.  You open it, you donõt turn it on.ó 



It is amazing to me every year how time 

seems to fly by more and more rapidly as 

I get older.  It is hard to believe that we 

are through half of a school year already.  

I am sure that most of the time went by 

from just plain old being busy, but I feel 

that some of this phenomenon is due to 

the wonderful faculty and students that 

we have here in Sutton.   They both are a 

joy to work with and it is very exciting to 

see the wonderful things that are going on 

each day both inside and outside the 

classrooms.  

These are exciting times and there are 

some very good discussions being had 

about the direction we will be taking to 

ensure that our kids are prepared for the 

21st Century world.  I have included a 

couple of articles I read recently that 

speak to how parents can help their chil-

dren be successful both on and off the 

playing field.  As we start a new year I 

believe that both of these articles speak to 

how we as parents envision ourselves 

helping in these roles, and how our kids 

see us in these roles.   

A Parentôs Role in Education  

One factor of ensuring a studentôs success 

in school is a parent who is involved in 

their childôs education.  Just a little bit of 

interest can do wonders. Read on to learn 

more about your role as a parent in the 

education of your child. 

Parents want their children to succeed in 

school, but a parent's role in that success 

must not be underestimated. In school as 

in life, consistent support from parents is 

crucial to sustaining a student's confi-

dence and sense of achievement. Parents 

play four distinct roles in their child's 

education: cheerleader, friend, teacher 

and enforcer. An understanding of these 

roles can help you help your child step up 

to the challenges of learning.  

Be a Cheerleader 

Children thrive on encouragement. It's 

just as important to support a child who 

doesn't perform well as it is to congratu-

late them for success. Real learning is not 

based on reward, but on the value your 

child places on the process itself. It's im-

portant to make something positive out of 

failure and to teach young learners this 

vital skill. Ask your child what they do 

when they fail at something they're good 

at - a missed tackle on the football field 

for example, or a missed key on the pi-

ano. This will help them to see how im-

portant it is to keep trying and it will 

teach them to access the skills they al-

ready have when faced with new or less 

interesting challenges.  

Be a Friend 

Learning about math and reading isn't the 

only struggle your child faces in school. 

Maybe they're having problems with a 

teacher, a group of friends, or a bully on 

the playground. Sometimes what they 

really need is someone who is willing to 

hear what they're thinking--and that 

someone should be you.  

With nobody to confide in, your child will 

have extra stress in life, which can de-

crease self-esteem and motivation. Try to 

recall the struggles of your own school 

days. Here's a chance to start fresh and 

pass along a more positive experience. 

Listening respectfully to your child's con-

cerns can be a major confidence booster 

all by itself. If you take your child seri-

ously he's more likely to do the same for 

his education.  

Be a Teacher 

You can't just leave it all up to the 

teacher. Sure, it's their job, but even the 

best and brightest can be hard pressed to 

address the individual needs of every 

child, especially in a crowded classroom. 

Children still need personal attention, so 

it's the role of the parent to make sure 

they get it.  

Stay in touch with your child's assign-

M IKE SHOFF, SECONDARY PRINCIPAL/ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 
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One factor of ensuring a 

studentôs success in 

school is a parent who is 

involved in their childôs 

education.  Just a little bit 

of interest can do won-

ders.  



ments, tests and ongoing projects. Set 

aside time each day to offer help. Be 

available and enthusiastic; your  children 

need to feel like you want to be there and 

that helping them isn't a chore. Connect 

with their teachers regularly to keep up 

with how things are going in the class-

room. If you find your child needs extra 

help, be active in getting it, or better yet, 

work with them yourself. Tutoring your 

own children can be rewarding for both 

of you.  

Be the Enforcer 

Yes, sometimes you've got to be tough. 

But there's more to it than just discipline. 

Enforce in advance by helping your child 

set and keep schedules, reach goals and 

complete assignments on time. Be re-

spectful. Don't expect your child to know 

how to use an assignment pad, or under-

stand a class schedule. They won't get it 

right the first time.  

Be patient but unwavering with the ba-

sics and your student will catch on. 

Sometimes you'll have to be strict, but a 

little firmness each day will teach your 

child vital time management skills. This 

will give them a sense of control and can 

help prevent a homework or term paper 

crisis. Be willing to be the bad guy, but 

don't make school or homework seem 

like a punishment. Think of yourself as 

the leader of an expedition, not a jailor. 

When things get difficult, they'll respect 

your authority and see you as a resource 

for the help they need. 

The Role of Parents in Athletics 

This is an excerpt from Bruce Brownôs 

ñThe Role of Parents in Athleticsò.  I 

used this excerpt about this time last year 

and thought it would be good to share 

this again.  Too many times we forget 

our place in the scheme of things when 

our kids are involved in activities. 

 ñThere are only four roles during a 

game: spectator, competitor, official, and 

coach.  Everyone involved in athletics 

would be wise to choose only one of those 

roles at a time.  If a parent finds himself 

having difficulty dealing with officiating, 

he should remember that the officials are 

there to be in charge of the game, make 

subjective judgments, enforce the rules 

and control play.  Every parent should 

remember that he does not have the right 

to interact with a game official.  When a 

parent criticizes a referee, he is teaching 

his children that it is OK to challenge au-

thority.  Some adults have the false im-

pression that by being in a crowd, they 

become anonymous.  People behaving 

poorly cannot hide.  A ticket to a high 

school game is not a license to verbally 

abuse others or be obnoxious.ò   

Coach Brown adds an interesting perspec-

tive on athletics from the perspective of 

the athletes.  It never hurts for any of us to 

reflect on our behavior at any time even 

during ball games.  Think about how your 

kids feel, and want you to act.  I know that 

many times I fall short, heck we all do.  

Sportsmanship is important, letôs make a 

goal to model good behavior at all times 

during the contests we have, for their (the 

kidsô) benefiténot ours. 

Statewide Writing Assessments 

During the first week of February students 

will be involved in taking the Statewide 

Writing Assessment.  All schools in the 

state have a certain window of time to ad-

minister this assessment.  The assessment 

tests over standards that our students have 

been working with in all curricular areas.  

In preparation for the state test Sutton stu-

dents also took part in a Regional Writing 

Assessment back in October.  The Re-

gional assessment pinpointed areas that 

needed to be emphasized in preparation 

for the big test in February.   

M IKE SHOFF, SECONDARY PRINCIPAL/ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 
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Yes, sometimes you've 

got to be tough. But 

there's more to it than 

just discipline. Enforce 

in advance by helping 

your child set and keep 

schedules, reach goals 

and complete assign-

ments on time. 

ñThere are only four 

roles during a game: 

spectator, competitor, 

official, and coach.  



BETH ERICSON, ELEMENTARY PRINCIPAL 

Upcoming Events 

February 1/2/4/6  B/G Basketball SNC Conference Basketball Tournament (Semis/Finals @ Milford) 

February 5    SNC Wrestling Tournament @ Thayer Central 

February 10/11    JH/SH Quiz Bowl@ CCC Hastings 

February 12/13    D-1 District Wrestling Tournament @ Sutton 

February 15/16/18          G Basketball District Tournament @ Fillmore Central 

February 18/19/20   State Wrestling Championships @ Omaha 

February 20    Mustang Speech Invitational @ Sutton 

February 22/23/25 B Basketball District Tournament @ Fillmore Central 

February 24  SNC Speech Meet @ David City 

February 26  G Basketball District Finals- TBA 

March 1  B Basketball District Finals- TBA 
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M IKE SHOFF, SECONDARY PRINCIPAL/ACTIVITIES DIRECTOR 

Eight Conditions that Make a Dif-

ference 

In December, Sutton Elementary stu-

dents participated in an assembly for the 

ñ8 Conditions That Make a Difference.ò  

Seven students received recognition for 

the ñBelongingò award.  These students 

are: 

Julia George  Kindergarten 

Nathan Ladehoff 1st Grade 

Elyzabeth Winter 2nd Grade 

Garrett Nuss  3rd Grade 

Chandler Stone  4th Grade 

Rylee Finnegan  5th Grade 

Brittney Reinsch 6th Grade 

Congratulations on being recognized as 

someone who always welcomes others 

into the school and works towards mak-

ing our school a more positive place to 

be.  Later this month we will recognize 

students for the condition of ñSpirit of 

Adventure.ò  This condition recognizes 

students who are willing to take a chance 

and push their boundaries to succeed 

without fear of failure. 

State Writing Assessments 

Between February 1st and February 19th, 

our 4th grade students will be taking the 

Nebraska Statewide Writing Assessment.  

This is a test that is mandated by the Ne-

braska Department of Education and is 

given to 4th, 8th, and 11th graders each year.  

We prepare for this test by giving our stu-

dents a great deal of opportunity to write 

and by utilizing the Six Traits Writing 

method.  During this ñwindowò the stu-

dents will be given a writing prompt and 

produce a finished writing document dur-

ing lessons in a two day time period.  The 

writing assessments are then sent away and 

scored by outside educators.  Each year we 

receive a score on how proficient our stu-

dents are in writing at SPS. 

Clay County Spelling Contest 

The annual Clay County spelling contest 

will be held for 5th through 8th graders at 

Harvard Public Schools on Wednesday 

February 17th.  The children who are com-

peting in this contest are already beginning 

their preparations for this annual competi-
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tion.  The students in the elementary who 

have been chosen to participate in the 

spelling contest are:   

5th Grade: Kristian Stengel, Cassie Wilson, 

Ryan Ochsner, Cory Shoff (alternate) 

6th Grade:   McKenna Griess, Natalie Sol-

way, Hailee Hanthorn, Brittney Reinsch 

(alternate) 

Kindergarten Letters of Intent/

Round-Up 

Late this spring, all the charming faces of 

future Sutton Public Schools students will 

arrive on our doorstep for the annual kin-

dergarten roundup on Friday April 16, 

2010.  If you have a child at your house 

that was born on or before October 15, 

2004, you reside in the SPS district, and 

you have not yet received information from 

the elementary office regarding kindergar-

ten roundup, please contact Deb Osterhaus, 

elementary secretary, at (402) 773-4423.   

We have sent letters of intent out to all of 

the families of school age children that we 

are aware will be eligible to attend kinder-

garten this next year.  These letters include 

some options for parents to check in re-

gards to their school age children:  Yes, my 

child will attend kindergarten at Sutton 

Public Schools for the 2010-11 school 

year; We are still deciding about whether 

or not our child will attend kindergarten at 

Sutton Public Schools for the 2010-11 

school year; or No, my child will not attend 

kindergarten at Sutton Public Schools for 

the 2010-11 school year.  

If your child will turn 6 before January 1, 

2011, it is a state law that they are required 

to begin school.  If you have questions 

about this law, please contact us at school.  

Children who were born between January 

1, 2005 and October 15, 2005 are not re-

quired by law to attend school, but are eli-

gible to attend kindergarten.  For some par-

ents of children born in late spring, sum-

mer, and early fall it becomes a large deci-

sion about what is the right choice in re-

gards to sending their child to kindergar-

ten versus keeping them home for another 

year, or a practice that has been referred to 

as ñred-shirting.ò  Please understand that 

the Sutton Public Schoolsô standpoint on 

sending children to school versus ñred-

shirtingò children is that this is ultimately 

the parentsô decision and depends on each 

individual and unique child.  It is a deci-

sion that needs to be thought out with the 

best interests of the child in mind.  Here at 

SPS, we can help provide you with con-

siderations, but the final decision of when 

children will begin kindergarten is up to 

the parents.  We encourage parents who 

are unsure of whether or not their child 

should or should not begin kindergarten 

next fall, to come to kindergarten round-

up on April 16, 2010.  By coming to kin-

dergarten round-up, you will have the op-

portunity to meet with your childôs 

teacher and ask questions about what 

kinds of things are helpful for a child to 

know when they are beginning kindergar-

ten. Parents can also visit with their 

childôs pediatrician about developmental 

stages and school readiness.   At Sutton 

Public Schools, we are happy to assist you 

with any questions that you may have 

about your childôs development and pre-

school experiences.   

District Wrestling  

On Friday February 12th, Sutton Public 

Schools will be hosting the district wres-

tling contest.  Due to the amount of help 

needed to help run this event and the large 

numbers of fans who will be in atten-

dance, we will have a noon dismissal on 

this day.  If your child needs to go home 

on an alternate route than on a usual 3:30 

dismissal time, please send a note to the 

elementary office or your childôs teacher 

on or before this date.   

If you have a child at 

your house that was born 

on or before October 15, 

2005, you reside in the 

SPS district, and you 

have not yet received 

information from the 

elementary office re-

garding kindergarten 

roundup, please contact 

Deb Osterhaus, elemen-

tary secretary, at (402) 

773-4423 
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SUTTON POST PROM 2010  
To:  All Interested Patrons  

     The Sutton High School Prom will be held on Saturday, April 17, 2010, in the Sutton High School gym.  For the twenty -third con-

secutive year, an alcohol free post prom party will be held immediately after the prom dance.  Last year all members of the J uni or and 

Senior classes and the Sophomores selected as servers attended the party.  Post prom is sponsored by the Junior and Senior pa rents. 

     In order to add to the success of this event, prizes and donations of money are needed.  All prizes and the individual or b usiness that 

donated the prize will be listed for the students.  

     If you are interested in contributing toward the success of Post Prom with a  prize or donation  of money, please complete and return 

this form.  If you decide to donate money, please make the check payable to Sutton Post Prom Committee, then return the contr ibu tion 

form and check before Monday, April 5, 2010 to:  

Sutton Post Prom Committee  

PO Box 590 

Sutton, NE  68979 -0590 

     It is our goal that every Junior and Senior student receive a gift.  Your monetary support is so greatly appreciated.  The great support 

from parents, grandparents and patrons in the community and surrounding area has made the post prom party a successful and en ter-

taining event where approximately 90% of our students participate.   Please take the time to do what you can to contribute to  th e success 

of this event!     

 THANK YOU in advance for your contribution!!!!!  

Annette Yost, Darlene Overturf & Melissa Rath  

Post Prom Committee Members 2010  

Sutton Post Prom Committee -----------Contribution Form  

Name:_______________________________________________________________________ 

Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number:_______________________________________________________________ 
                                           ***Please check the appropriate information***  

________I will donate a prize, which will contribute towards the success of the post prom party.  

            Description of prize:_________________________________________________________________ 

            _____**Please have a member of the post prom committee contact me in order to pick up the prize.  

            _____**I will have the prize delivered to Sutton High School at 1107 N. Saunders Ave.  

______I have enclosed a check for the following amount, which will contribute toward the success of              

           the post prom party.  (Checks made payable to:  Sutton Post Prom Committee)  

 _____$10.00   _____$20.00   _____$30.00 

 _____$15.00   _____$25.00   _____Other 

_____I am interested in working at the Post Prom Party.  I will contact a member of the committee.  

PLEASE return the Contribution Form and check payable to Sutton Post Prom Committee, before Monday, 

April 5, 2010 to:  Sutton Post Prom Committee, PO Box 590, Sutton, NE  68979 -0590. 

We can make arrangements to pick up your prizes.  Call one of the following members to make arrangements 

or if you have any questions.   

Annette Yost:  (Home phone 773 -4805, Cell phone 410 -0053) 

Darlene Overturf: (Home phone 773 -4482, Cell phone 984 -6954) 

Melissa Rath: (Home phone 773 -4293, Cell phone 469 -1622) 
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To:  _____________________________________ 

 

From:  ___________________________________ 

 

Message:  _________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

4th Period Class ___________________________ 
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To:  _____________________________________ 

 

From:  ___________________________________ 

 

Message:  _________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

4th Period Class ___________________________ 
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To:  _____________________________________ 

 

From:  ___________________________________ 

 

Message:  _________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

4th Period Class ___________________________ 
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To:  _____________________________________ 

 

From:  ___________________________________ 

 

Message:  _________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________ 

 

4th Period Class ___________________________ 

FCCLA Valentineõs Day Cookies 
Valentineõs Day is almost here and that means itõs time for FCCLA cookies!  The Sutton FCCLA chapter will again be selling 
cookies for Valentineõs Day.  Orders will be taken from Tuesday, January 26, until February 5th, and can be made with any 
FCCLA member, or you may contact the high school office, or use the order form below.  The cookies sell for $1.00 each and 
payment is due at the time of the order.  FCCLA members will deliver the cookies on Friday morning, February 12th.  Let 
someone know theyõre special by sending them an FCCLA cookie! 

Please complete a tag for each cookie you are purchasing and record your total order here.  Cookies are $1 each 
and money is due with your order on February 5, 2010. 
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