
 

Sutton Public Schools and You ð Teaming up to Educate our Youth for Future Success 

to measure student achievement or they 
could develop their own standards and 
tests, as long as they met or exceeded state 
standards for òrigoró or difficulty.  Legisla-
tors argued that STARS did not compare 
òapples to applesó.  The late Senator Raikes 
led the charge to create a testing system in 
which schools could be ranked.   NeSA is 
one test in each content area of reading, 
math, and now science, for all Nebraska 
students in specified grade levels to com-
plete.  Schools have a window of time as 
determined by the state to administer the 
tests. 

Whether Nebraska educators are propo-
nents or opponents of the change, the shift 
happened.  So now what?  Our profession is 
not one of monotony.  Pendulums swing.  
Tweaking to age-old concepts continue or 
new innovative ideas surface.  One can only 
speculate what is next.  Maybe monies to 
districts will be tied to NeSA scores?  Or 
maybe there will be a nationwide test? 

For me, change is welcomed if it is not for 
the sake of changing.  Purpose, direction, 
and student learning are key ingredients.  
Which brings me to the next significant 
change witnessed ð technology.  This hasnõt 
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From the desk of the Superinten-
dentéééééé. 

Change in Education 

Consider the clich®s, òchange is inevitableó 
or òchange is good.ó  For some people 
change is welcomed and canõt happen fast 
enough.  For others, there is the need to 
understand in depth the òwhyó behind the 
change before they accept it, and yet oth-
ers, are so comfortable in their box as the 
world moves on without them. 

Education is not immune to change, nor is 
it free of the various responses to change 
agents.  When I reflect on the last eight 
years in education, two areas come to 
mind in which I say, òwowó, things have 
really evolved. 

First, would be the manner in which our 
State assesses students.  A uniform system 
of assessing students across the state 
changed from STARS (School-based, 
Teacher-Led Assessment) to NeSA 
(Nebraska State Accountability).  Under 
STARS, Nebraska school districts could 
either use standards and tests developed 
by the Nebraska Department of Education 
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been a gradual change, but exponential.  Ob-
serving kids and technology is awe striking.  
The 21st Century has proved our society has 
become global. 

School districts need to consider what changes 
to teaching and learning should occur to pre-
pare students for future success.  At Sutton 
Public Schools, technology in the classroom is 
a focus with the recent implementation of the 
1:1 Computer Laptop Program for students in 
grades 9-12.  Students embrace this change 
and are eager to use technology daily to en-
hance learning.  They yearn for the content to 
be taught to them in an engaging manner.  
Adults get on board or our students will be 
second best when competing for future jobs! 

How do we keep up?  I ask myself this regu-
larly.  As I sit next to my 10th grade son as he 
works on an assignment, he asks a question 

about a concept. My reply is, ògoogle it.ó  In 
front of him sits a laptop and smart phone.  To 
my amazement, he reaches for the phone.  Oh, 
my, things change quickly when it comes to 
technology! My best answer to the question of 
keeping up is:  one (or maybe three) step at a 
time.  Whatever we do, our kids canõt afford us 
taking a òyear offó from technology.  Will 
Rogers said it best:  òEven if you are on the right 
track, youõll get run over if you just sit there.ó  
One can only speculate what is next:  on-line 
tests, on-line textbooks, paperless?  How about 
virtual schools? 

Whether it is how we assess students or using 
technology in the classroom, the manner in 
which we educate students will look different 
with each decade.   Things change whether we 
like it or not.  Peek over the box and enjoy the 
world, as we know it for the sake of our stu-
dents and their future. 
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)ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÔÉÍÅȣȢÏÆ ÔÈÅ 
ÙÅÁÒȣ)ÔȭÓ ÔÈÅ ÈÁÐ-happiest season of 
ÁÌÌȣ×ÉÔÈ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ ÇÒÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ ÁÎÄ ÇÒÅÁÔ 
happy meetings when friends come to 
ÃÁÌÌȣ 

As we move into December and closer 
to the end of the first semester families 
are planning their holidays and prepar-
ing for the, at times, madness the holi-
day season can bestow.  In 
fact, we sometimes get so 
busy we forget to stop and 
ÔÁËÅ ÉÎ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÁÒÏÕÎÄ ÕÓȢ  
We have had a busy first 
semester and a lot to cele-
ÂÒÁÔÅȣÔÁËÅ Á ÌÏÏËȡ 

! ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ 4ÈÁÎËÓȣ 

Our fall activity season seemed to just 
fly right by and our students and 

coaches/sponsors should be proud of 
all of their accomplishments!  Our stu-
dents had lots to be proud in volley-
ball, football, FFA, FCCLA, music, and 
through the production of our fall play.  
That intensity has now carried over in 
preparation for basketball seasons, 
wrestling seasons, winter concerts, 
ÅÔÃȣ  /ÕÒ ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒÓȾÃÏÁÃÈÅÓ ÄÅÖÏÔÅ 
countless hours preparing our stu-
dents for the ups and downs of compe-
titions and performances.  All efforts 
are appreciated and we are proud of 
the work that has been done to help 
continue to educate our students past 
the academic classroom.  Way to go! 

Ȱ(ÏÎÏÒȱÉÎÇ ÏÕÒ 3ÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȣ 

The Honor Roll and Honor Roll Honor-
able Mention list came out following 

Will Rogers said it 
best:  òEven if you are 
on the right track, 
youõll get run over if 
you just sit there.ó  
One can only specu-
late what is next:  on-
line tests, on-line 
textbooks, paperless?  
How about virtual 
schools? 
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the printing of the November newslet-
ter.  During first quarter, we had 98 
students make one of these two lists.  
With all the distractions; activities, 
ÊÏÂÓȟ ÅÔÃȣ  4ÈÅÓÅ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÁÒÅ ÔÏ ÂÅ 
commended on their hard work in the 
classroom.   

! ÍÕÓÉÃÁÌ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÙÅÁÒȣ 

For those of you who enjoy holiday 
time and holiday music, you will have 
opportunities to catch carolers and mu-
sicians sharing their Christmas tunes.  
The first opportunity will be when the 
elementary students perform on De-
cember 13.  They have two fabulous 
shows!  You can catch 
them either at 1:30pm or 
that evening at 7:00pm.  
Our jr. high and sr. high 
school students will per-
ÆÏÒÍ ÔÈÅÉÒ ÒÏÃËÉÎȭ ÈÏÌÉÄÁÙ ÃÏÎÃÅÒÔ ÏÎ 
December 15 at 7:00pm.   

Upcoming Events:  

1. Semester Finals will take 
place on December 16th, 19th, 
& 20th. 

2. December 19th & 20th:  Students 
will be dismissed at 2:00. 

3. The Varsity Wrestling will be 
hosting an event here at 
home on December 20th 
at 2:00 pm. 

4. The Varsity Girls 
and Boys basketball 
teams will travel to Freeman for 
their holiday tournament on De-
cember 28th & 29th.  Be sure to 
check the website or newspaper 
for game times. 

Christmas Break will be from 
December 21st ɀ January 2nd. 

We welcome Daphne, who came to us all the 
way from the east coast.  Daphne was adopted 
by Mrs. McElfresh and her family about 8 
months ago.  Since that time she has worked 
hard to complete her training, and she gradu-
ated from Edu-PUPS on October 27, 2011.  
Congratulations to Daphne as well as Mrs. 
McElfresh as they both had to work together to 
complete a very rigorous training schedule to 
meet the high expectations of an Edu-PUPS 
graduate!  We all look forward to getting to 
know Daphne. 

Fourth grade completed their Apple Valley 
project last week.  The Apple Valley project is 
an annual event at Sutton Elementary that has 
become a rich learning tradition.  Students 
learn best when they are connected to the 
learning experience, and the Apply Valley pro-
ject certainly meets those expectations.  Mrs. 
Wademan and Miss Friesen lead their students 
through a cross-curricular learning experience 
that exposes students to projects involving 

Season Greetings from the Elemen-

tary Principal!  

As we begin to move into the Thanksgiving 
and Christmas season it is good to take a mo-
ment to stop and give thanks!  We have a 
great school with wonderful students, staff, 
parents and community members --- what 
could be better than that?  One of my favorite 
sayings is: òDoing what you love, and loving 
what you do ð what could be more fun?ó  Of 
course there are difficult days and moments, 
but in the big picture, being a part of the 
school experience and a part of the Sutton 
school system is something for which I am 
truly thankful.  Your kids are awesome and I 
love seeing each and every one of them every 
day! 

Speaking of things to be 
thankful for, we have 
added our second ther-
apy dog to our staff!  

www.suttonpublicschool.

org for updated school 

information. 
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