
 

 

Vision Statement 
Teachers, Students,  
Parents, Community 

 
Building the foundation 

of our future by creating 

an environment where 

students are provided the 

skills needed to become 

life long learners. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Check the following radio & 

TV stations: 

KAWL 1370 AM/MIX 

KTMX 104.9 FM   York 

KHAS/KICS 1230 Hastings 

KOLN/KGIN 10/11 

NTV/ABC Kearney 

KHAS TV Hastings 

 

 

 

 

From the Desk of Dana Wiseman, Superintendent 

6ÏÌÕÍÅ άίȟ .ÕÍÂÅÒ έ                                                 $ÅÃ άΪΫβȾ*ÁÎ άΪΫγ

 

A nnual Report to Patrons Made 

available to patrons in January.  Go to 

the districtôs website, 

www.suttonpublicschool.org, and look for 

the link titled, ñAnnual Report to Patrons.ò  

It contains district information concerning 

general facts, enrollments, student progress, 

test scores, and financial statistics.  It is 

meant to communicate the status of the 

Sutton Public Schools District to residents.  

If you have any questions or are seeking 

additional information, contact the 

Superintendentôs Office, 773-5569.   

W eather A decision to close school is 

not always an easy one.  The 

weatherman can predict, but sometimes 

Mother Nature has a mind of her own. 

Because of this reason, know that cancelling 

school for the day may be made as late as 

6AM.  It would be convenient if inclement 

weather would strike the night before in 

time to call school off by 9PM, but it just 

doesnôt always cooperate.  To check on 

school cancellations, check the following 

TV stations: KOLN/KGIN 10/11 

(Lincoln), NTV/ABC (Kearney), KHAS-

TV (Hastings).  For information fast, log 

on to www.suttonpublicschool.org.   

Sutton Public Schools in conjunction with 

Clay County Emergency Management has 

CodeRed.  It is a web-based Mass 

Notification System that enables users to 

make time sensitive announcements, like 

closing school, in a rapid, reliable manner.  

If you are a parent of a SPS student, you 

will receive a call, text, or email.   

W inter Activities The Winter Sport/

Activity season has begun.  When I 

look at the calendar it is a flurry of 

activities, an event scheduled in the building 

every evening.  Scheduling activities, 

meetings, events is always a challenge and 

this year is no different.  We are fortunate to 

have a facility that accommodates many of 

these needs.  Students at SPS have 

numerous extracurricular activity options to 

take advantage of if they so choose.  With 

the diversity of offerings it takes at least a 

year in advance to create the school 

calendar.  And even planning a year out 

does not address all scheduling issues, so 

they are dealt with to the best of our ability.  

If you think I am exaggerating, drive by the 

school every evening and youôre sure to see 

cars in the parking lot.  Our facility is 

definitely being maximized.   

P reparing for 2019-2020 Itôs hard to 

believe, but preparations will begin to 

consider the 2019-2020 calendar and 

budget after the turn of the New Year.  

Board of Education and the Administrative 

Team begin to discuss the topics.  Things to 

consider include teacher professional 

development days, student days, etc.  The 

calendar creation needs to align with rules/

regulations mandated by the state ï Rule 

10.  The Board of Education, Building and 

Grounds Committee, will meet to provide 

input to budget planning.  

Happy Holidays:  filled with food, family 

and friends, faith, safe travels! 

 
 

 

 

                                                             Registration       

                                                                 Late Fee 

Test Date                  Deadline               Required 

 

Dec 8, 2018            November 2             Nov 3-19 

Feb 9, 2019              January 11              Jan 12-18 

Apr 13, 2019             March 8                 Mar 9-25 

June 8, 2019               May 3                   May 4-20 

July 13, 2019            June 14                  June 15-24 

http://www.suttonpublicschool.org
http://www.suttonpublicschool.org
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candy flavors. Their strategy is working too 

well, unfortunately,ò - American Heart 

Association CEO, Nancy Brown 
In reference to the rise in teenage 

use:  ñThese figures are particularly 

concerning because youth exposure to 

nicotine ð whether it comes from a 

cigarette or an e-cigarette ð affects the 

developing brain and may rewire it to be 

more susceptible to nicotine addiction in 

the future,ò - FDA commissioner Dr. Scott 

Gottlieb 

S tudent attendance at school plays a 

major impact on student success in the 

classroom.  The more our students can be 

in their classes engaged in instruction with 

their teachers, the higher we can expect our 

students to be able to achieve.  At Sutton 

Public Schools, we know and understand 

this. 
However, we also know that the flu season 

will hit, appointments must be kept, and 

that sometimes life has needs of its own 

which interfere with student attendance.  I 

would like to take this opportunity to 

remind parents/guardians of our students to 

please do the following when your students 

need to be absent from school: 

1. Contact the school via an email, phone 

call, or a handwritten note PRIOR to 

the date in which your student will 

need to be absent. 

2. Encourage your student to ask for 

documentation from doctors, 

counselors, court houses, etc., to 

document the studentôs absence. 
You can reach Mrs. Ulmer at 

aulmer@spsne.org or myself at 

bthompson@spsne.org for all of your 

attendance needs.  We thank you for your 

assistance in this. 

 

P ÌÅÁÓÅ ÒÅÍÉÎÄ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÔÏ ÓÌÏ× 

ÄÏ×Î ×ÈÅÎ ÄÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ 
ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÌÏÔÓȢ  4ÈÅÒÅ 
ÁÒÅ Á ÌÏÔ ÏÆ ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȟ ÙÏÕÎÇ 
ÁÎÄ ÏÌÄȟ ×ÈÏ ÁÒÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÌÏÔÓ 
ÂÅÆÏÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÁÆÔÅÒ ÓÃÈÏÏÌ ÓÏ 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓ ÎÅÅÄ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÃÁÕÔÉÏÕÓ ×ÈÅÎ 
ÁÒÒÉÖÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÌÅÁÖÉÎÇȢ  4ÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÅÓÐÅÃÉÁÌÌÙ 
ÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔ ÁÓ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÁÔÈÅÒ ÃÏÎÔÉÎÕÅÓ ÔÏ 
ÃÈÁÎÇÅ ÁÎÄ ÇÅÔ ÃÏÌÄÅÒ ÁÎÄ ×Å ÅØÐÅÒÉÅÎÃÅ 
ÉÃÅ ÉÎ ÔÈÅ ÐÁÒËÉÎÇ ÌÏÔÓȢ 4ÈÁÎËÓ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÈÅÌÐ ÁÎÄ ÅÎÃÏÕÒÁÇÅÍÅÎÔ ÏÆ ÙÏÕÒ 
ÓÔÕÄÅÎÔÓȦ 

A cademically speaking, our students 

have really been working hard!  At 

the end of the 1st Quarter, we had 106 

students make the Honor Roll and an 

additional 17 were Honor Roll Honorable 

Mention.  The senior class alone had 92% 

receive an academic honor! The 

distractions of todayôs student can seem 

endless, as our students are involved in so 

many activities in and out of the school 

setting.  At times, students can feel pulled 

in multiple directions because of this. 
Congratulations to those students and I 

encourage all students to continue to strive 

for excellence academically and in all that 

they are involved in.     

O n November 13, 2018, Sutton 

Public Schools attended the SNC 

One Act competition in Superior.  Our 

conference currently has 9 schools which 

compete in this NSAA activity. Sutton 

finished in 6th place for their production of 

Ichabod!.  The conference rewards the top 

performers with outstanding female and 

male performer awards.  This year, 

Honorable mention actors from Sutton 

included: Ben Andres, Karis Andres, Nate 

Andres, Nathan Ladehoff, & Evianna 

Mendez.   Suttonôs One Act competed in 

their district in Geneva, on November 28. 

The results of that competition were not 

available at the time of this newsletter 

distribution.  Congratulations to the One 

Act production and to their coaches, Miss 

Ashley Swanson and Mrs. Landauer on an 

outstanding season!   

D eck the Halls, Let it Snow, Frosty 

the Snowmanéif these are a few of 

your favorite tunes then you have to check 

out the holiday concerts.  Our carolers, 

(your students), will be sharing their 

musicianship with all those who can attend. 
Our Jr./Sr. high school carolers will be 

sharing their holiday spirit on December 13 

at 7:00pm.  Hope to see you there! 

 

T he holidays are a busy time of year. 

Some families travel all over, while 

others play host to those loved ones. 

Whatever you do this holiday, do it safely! 

We want to see you all in 2019! Hereôs to a 

happy, healthy and successful new year! 

 
 

 

Itôs the most wonderful time of the year 

With the kids jingle belling 

And everyone telling you ñBe of good cheerò 

Itôs the most wonderful time of the year 

Itôs the hap-happiest season of all 
With those holiday greetings & gay happy meetings 

When friends come to call 

Itôs the hap-happiest season of allé 

 

C lass Wars!  Students in grades 7-12 

are competing with their classmates in 

the hopes of winning the Jr. / Sr. High 

School Class Wars.  Class wars is used to 

build enthusiasm and camaraderie amongst 

the students, as well as provide some 

friendly competition and fun. The 7th-9th 

grade students are competing against each 

other for a half day activity at the end of 

the year, while the 10th-12th grade students 

are competing for a full day off from 

school.  Here were the class totals at the 

time the newsletter went to press: 

1st Place: 7th Grade/94 pts 

2nd Place: 9th Grade/86 pts 

3rd Place: 8th Grade/84 pts 

 

1st Place: Seniors/94 pts 

2nd Place: Sophomores/86 pts 

3rd Place: Juniors/84 pts 
 

M any schools in the 

state of Nebraska are 

hearing about an increase in 

student use of vaping 

products including Juul 

which looks like a USB device and comes 

in flavors including mint, mango, fruit 

medley and creme brulee.  I'm sharing the 

following website, video link about how 

kids are hiding drugs, and information for 

your awareness of these products. Please be 

sure to check out this information to help 

keep our students safe. Juulôing is a 

violation of our handbook and will result in 

student consequences. 
 

The Smoking Alternative:  https://

www.juul.com 
TODAY Show:  Can you spot the 

pot?:  https://on.today.com/2A9pnrj 
Vaprwear:  https://vaprwear.com 
 

ñThe tobacco industry is well aware that 

flavored tobacco products appeal to youth 

and has taken advantage of this by 

marketing them in a wide range of fruit and 

A Note From the Desk of Mrs. Thompson 

mailto:aulmer@spsne.org
mailto:bthompson@spsne.org
https://www.juul.com
https://www.juul.com
https://on.today.com/2A9pnrj
https://vaprwear.com/
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Dec 2018/Jan 2019 SUTTON  PUBLIC SCHOOLS 

 

 
¶ November 29:  Girls Basketball Season opens @ Superior 

¶ November 30:  Boys & Girls Basketball vs. Friend 

¶ November 30:  Wrestling Season opens @ Thayer Central 

¶ December 10:  Elementary Holiday Concerts 

¶ December 13:  Jr. / Sr. Holiday Concert 

¶ December 19-20:  Semester Finals -  2:00pm Dismissal Days 

¶ December 21:  Sutton Wrestling Duals begins at 11:00am 

¶ December 22-26:  NSAA Moratorium ï no practices 

¶ December 28 & 29:  Basketball Holiday Tourn at David City 

¶ December 21 ï January 2:  NO SCHOOL CHRISTMAS BREAK                                                                                                    

¶ January 5:  Speech Opens Season at Adams Central 

¶ January 8:  Sutton Honor Society Induction 

¶ January 10:  ASVAB 

¶ January 14:  NO SCHOOL - Teacher In-service 

¶ January 28:  SNC Basketball Tournament begins 

 

   The Sutton High School Prom will be held on Saturday, March 23, 2019, in the Sutton High School gym. For the 34th consecutive 

year an alcohol-free Post Prom party will be held immediately after the dance. All members of the Junior and Senior classes and the 

Sophomores selected as servers are invited to attend the party. Post Prom is sponsored by the Senior parents. 

   In order to add to the success of this event, donations of money and gifts are needed. All monetary gifts will be used towards the 

purchase of prizes.  

   If you are interested in contributing toward the success of Post Prom with a donation of money or gifts, please complete and return 

this form before Friday, February 1, 2019. Your monetary or gift support is greatly appreciated! The great support from parents, 

grandparents and patrons in the community and surrounding area has made the post prom party a successful and entertaining event 

where approximately 90% of our students participate. Please take the time to do what you can to contribute to the success of this 

event. Thank you in advance for your contribution. 

   Connie Buescher     Lisa Rafert          Steph Davis 

     402-469-9901      402-580-3868     402-710-1513 

 

    Karla Fehr         Cheryl Simonsen     Jennifer George 

 402-469-8596         402-984-0812         402-469-2669 

              Ǐ  I have enclosed a check for the following amount, which will contribute to the success of the Post Prom Party. 
(Checks made payable to: Sutton Post Prom Committee, PO Box 590, Sutton NE, 68979) 

                                      ___$10.00     ___$15.00     ___$20.00     ___$25.00     ___$30.00     ___Other 
 

   Ǐ  I am interested in working at the Post Prom Party. I will contact a member of the committee. 
 
 
                       NAME:________________________________________________________________________ 
 
                       PHONE NUMBER:_______________________________________________________________ 

Final Thoughts for the  
Holiday Season 

 
With a new beginning and fresh start, 

Full of inspiration and positive 

thoughts, 

Letôs begin this year with an optimistic 

thought. 

 

Gone are the days of regret and guilt, 

Those rooms full of darkness. 

Itôs time to move with courage, 

Full of confidence and hope. 

Letôs begin this year with an optimistic 

thought. 



P arent/Teacher Conferences were 

held September 24th & 27th. We 

had just over 98% of parents participate! 

That is awesome! Of course 100% is 

always our goal, so we hope to do even 

better for conferences in the Spring. Save 

the date - March 4th & 5th. 

G randparentsô Day on October 5th 

was a great success again this year! 

As always, we had a large number of 

guests join us! The addition of the color 

run to the schedule on Grandparentsô Day 

worked out great! We were worried the 

weather would be an issue, but the rain 

stayed away during the run. The lunch 

served by our kitchen staff was 

wonderful, and I appreciate their hard 

work serving a lot more lunches than 

theyôre used to, and doing so in the gym 

to accommodate all our guests! Extra 

special thanks to Deb Osterhaus! She 

handled all the registration, lunch tickets, 

and was instrumental in making sure the 

day ran smoothly! I hope everyone 

enjoyed their time with us on 

Grandparentsô Day.  

F ire Safety Day The Sutton 

Volunteer Fire Department brought 

firefighters and equipment to share with 

students on October 10th. Students 

learned about what firefighters do, and 

got lots of great safety information to 

help them stay safe in the event of a fire. 

I hope you all take the time to ensure that 

smoke detectors are properly installed 

and tested regularly in your house, and 

that you have a plan in place for getting 

outside and meeting back up in case of a 

fire. At my house, we recently made sure 

the kids know how to unlock and open 

the windows in case they need to get out, 

and bedroom doors are not an option. Itôs 

a simple step to take to make sure the 

whole family is prepared! 

L  ittle But Fierce This great theater 

education program from Flatwater 

Shakespeare 

Company in 

Lincoln was well 

attended by 2nd-6th 

graders. At their 

Showcase of 

Learning on 

November 6th, 

students shared the 

three tools every 

actor always has: 

their voice, their body, and their 

imagination. They also shared facts they 

learned about William Shakespeare, 

including his nickname, ñBilly Shakes,ò 

where and when he was born, and how 

many plays he wrote. They also learned 

about the format of a sonnet, recited a 

couple sonnets together, and a few 

students even shared some poetry of their 

own! It was a great experience for all 

involved! 

R eading Program Selection Update There are four reading programs 

that have been selected to review using 

the website www.nematerialsmatter.com. 

All of the programs being reviewed 

either partially or fully meet expectations 

for alignment with Nebraska Standards, 

and are (or will be) available for 

kindergarten through 6th grade. These 

are comprehensive reading programs that 

cover instruction in phonics, reading 

comprehension, reading fluency, 

language, grammar, writing, and 

speaking & listening. So far, we have 

received samples for most of the 

programs, and have had web meetings 

with two publishers to learn more about 

their programs. Programs being 

considered are: 

¶ Wonders by McGraw Hill     

Samples in the building, web 

meeting with publisher Nov. 16, 
2018 
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¶ ReadyGen by Pearson            

Samples on their way, web meeting 

with publisher Jan. 14, 2019 

¶ ARC Core by The American 

Reading Company                 

Samples in the building, web 

meeting with publisher Oct. 1, 2018. 

In-person meeting with publisher Oct 

25, 2018 
¶ Benchmark Advance by Benchmark 
Education Company              
Samples in the building, web 
meeting with publisher Jan. 14, 2019 

 
Our goal is to have a selection made by 

this spring, so that materials can be 

ordered and any needed professional 

development can be scheduled for the 

summer and fall to ensure that teachers 

are ready to implement the program we 

choose with students in the fall. 

 

 

 

 
December 10  Winter Concert 

                         K-3: 1:30 & 6:30 pm 

                         4-6:  2:15 & 7:15 pm 

December 20   End 2nd Quarter 

Dec 21-Jan 2   No School Winter Break 

January 14      No School Teacher  

                         In-Service 

 

As always, thank you for your support 

and GO MUSTANGS & FILLIES!! 

Shawn Carlson, Elementary Principal  

http://www.nematerialsmatter.com

